
 
 
 
 
January 19, 2015 
 
I am pleased to write this letter in support of Joanne Kmiec.  I have known Ms. Kmiec for 
fourteen years and, over those years, have had the opportunity to work with her as her 
professor, her supervisor, and her colleague.  
  
Ms. Kmiec is an excellent communicator, and has demonstrated, throughout her work on 
her Masters degree (now complete) and her doctoral degree (in progress), her passion for 
lifelong learning and her belief in the importance of having her research inform her 
teaching practice.  
 
Ms. Kmiec was a student in my class during her Bachelor of Education degree. 
Throughout that year, she distinguished herself as a truly outstanding teacher candidate in 
the pre-service program at Nipissing University.  She consistently demonstrated an 
exemplary commitment to all aspects of her studies, in both the university classroom and 
while on practicum. 
 
I next had the opportunity to work with Ms. Kmiec when she was hired to first support 
and then oversee the Learning Centre for the Schulich School of Education’s signature 
iTeach program.  She demonstrated outstanding organizational and planning skills and 
her professional attitude was evident in her creative, well-structured and finely tuned 
presentations and in her rapport with both the pre-service teachers and the professors.  
Her sense of humour combined with her sensitivity to different learning needs and styles 
resulted in a positive environment in which, with her support, both the students and the 
professors were willing to take risks. 
 
As the program continued to evolve, Ms. Kmiec accepted the position of Instructional 
Designer and became an invaluable member of a cross-disciplinary team as she combined 
her understanding of technology and teaching, and worked to develop courses that would 
be suited to moving various curricular areas into the online environment.  In addition to 
designing the actual structure of the courses, Ms. Kmiec utilized her teaching experience 
and piloted some of the online courses to ensure appropriate levels of interactivity and an 
engaging and supportive online learning environment. 
 
During this time, Ms. Kmiec began to teach in the pre-service program, and as with her 
other endeavours, experienced great success and demonstrated tremendous capacity as an 
educator.  Her ability to connect with her students and her talent for teaching has been 
consistently reflected in her teaching evaluations from her pre-service students.  Ms. 
Kmiec intuitively understands her learners’ varied needs and adjusts her teaching 
strategies to ensure her students have every opportunity to experience success.  I have 
received unsolicited letters from students who want to ensure that she receives 



	  

100	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  100	  College	  Drive,	  Box	  5002,	  North	  Bay,	  ON	  	  P1B	  8L7	  

tel:	  	  7	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  tel:	  	  705.474.3450	  	  •	  	  fax:	  705.495.1303	  	  •	  	  web:	  www.nipissingu.ca	  

	  

 

	  

 

recognition for her outstanding commitment to her students and her willingness to 
support them both inside and outside of the classroom.  She is a proven team player who 
gains the respect of all who are fortunate enough to work with her.  
 
On a more personal level, I have come to know Ms. Kmiec through informal and formal 
consultations and meetings, and have found her to possess the many requisite qualities 
that will serve to make her a leader in the profession.  She would make an outstanding 
addition to any staff and, based on my personal and professional knowledge of her, I can 
recommend her wholeheartedly and without reservation. 
 
Please feel free to contact me should you require further information.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Carole Richardson, PhD 
Dean, Schulich School of Education (Interim) 
Nipissing University 
North Bay, Ontario 
Canada 
 
(705) 474 3461 ext. 4268 
caroler@nipissingu.ca 
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